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THE NEWSLETTER OF DUBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY 
+> FORTHCOMING DATES + 


Tuesday, 21 October to Tuesday, 28 October University Visits 

Sunday, 2 November “Surviving your Child's IB Diploma” 
Parents of Year 12 and 13 students 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, 5 and Thursday, 6 November Three Way Conference (Elementary School) 
School Finishes at 12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, 5 and Thursday, 6 November Parent Teacher Conference (Secondary School) 
School Finishes at 12:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 9 November Professional Development Day (No Classes) 


Tuesday, 18 November to Saturday, 22 November THIMUN Singapore - Model United Nations 
Thursday, 27 November Winter Souk 
Thursday, 27 November End of TermI 


+ IMPORTANT NOTES ON FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


UNIVERSITY VISITS, 21 - 28 OCTOBER 

This week, Dubai International Academy hosted the CIS 
tour, American Overseas Colleges, Australian Universities, 
University College London , King's College and University 

of Arts London, Conell University, University of Michigan 
and we look forward to hosting more next week. Students 
and parents have shown great enthusiasm in meeting the 
university representatives. These visits are very fruitful as 
both IBDP students and their parents have an opportunity to 
discuss their requirements for university directly with the 
representatives, and can ask general questins about the scope, 
requirements, admissions process, facilities and character of each institution. 


We look forward to hosting many more universities at DIA, as we believe these events can really 
guide our IBDP students in shaping their future. 


Rachana Sippy 
Secondary School Counsellor 
rachanas@diadubai.com 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL, 30 OCTOBER 
The Junior School Council will be holding a second-hand books sale on Thursday, 30 
October between 11:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Books will be priced at AED 5/-. 
Proceeds from the sale will go towards, Pratham, a charity in India. Please send in 
books to your child's homeroom teacher and council members will collect the books 


from them. 


“SURVIVING YOUR CHILD'S IB DIPLOMA”, 2 NOVEMBER 7:00 - 8:30 P.M. 
“Surviving Your Child's IB Diploma - a guide for parents" will be held on 2, November, 2008 at 
7:00 p.m. for Year 12 and Year 13 parents. 


PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS - ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 16 NOVEMBER 

The next information session in the Elementary School will be about Assessment and Reporting 
At DIA. This session will be held on Sunday, 16 November in the Multimedia room, Room No. 40 
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 


ATTENTION DIA GOLFERS 
An Inter-School Golf League is being initiated with a Ryder 
Cup Format. This will not only be a lot of fun, but should also 
foster a great deal of camaraderie within the school teams 
as well as some healthy rivalry among schools. 
DIA has some of Dubai's best ranked Junior Golfers- so 
come on let's get this team going. 


If you are a golfer with a valid handicap or playing certificate, please email either 
mihailk@diadubai.com (Mr. Mihail Kouzev) or dhruvchops@hotmail.com (Dhruv Chopra Year 13C). 
This is open to Year 7 - Year 13. 


MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME REPORTS, 27 NOVEMBER 

The first MYP report shall be issued to Year 7 - Year 11 students on 
27 November which is the end of Term 1. The first term report is an 
Approaches to Learning (ATL) report which focuses on 
organisational and learning skills. There will also be subject criteria 
marks and subject MYP grades. The Term 2 and 3 reports are 
narrative reports, this means there will be teacher comments about 
the progress of your child. There are also subject criteria marks and 
subject MYP grades in these reports. 


There will be two Parent Teacher Conferences this year and we do 

encourage the students to be there as well. The first one is scheduled for 5 and 6 November 
from 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. We do look forward to seeing you and your child there! Booking sheets 
will be sent home prior to the conferences. 


I would also like to invite parents to an MYP Assessment and Reporting morning on Thursday, 30 
October at 9:00 a.m. Please RSVP via email by Monday, 27 October so I can confirm the venue. 


Best wishes, 
Helen Dowse, MYP Coordinator 
helend@diadubai.com 
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MOVEMBER - THE MONTH OF THE MOUSTACHE 

The male staff of Dubai International Academy will once again be growing 

moustaches this coming ‘Movember’. Since its inception three years ago Movember {o\ 
has raised over AED 22 million worldwide and has had a significant impact on the 

state of men's health, prostate cancer and men suffering from depression. 


Last year the DIA team won the best team, second best mo and lamest mo award for the UAE. It 
will be a hard result to beat, however with your help we can give it our best shot. More 
information from our school team will be coming out soon, however for general information go to 
www.movember.com. We encourage all the dad's to join us in this worthy cause. 


+> RECENT HAPPENINGS 


VICTORY FOR U16'S, 21 OCTOBER 
Universal American School 3 
Dubai International Academy 5 


Last night saw the emergence of belief and skill combine to record a well deserved win away to 
UAS. Within the first 5 minutes DIA didn't really let the opposition touch the ball with neat crisp 
passing and movement to match, led by Mihir's visionary passing and Tammer's (captain) combative 
endeavour, we dominated the opening exchanges. But with any game you have to make the 
possession count and Shuaib did just that by chasing down and placing the ball into the corner, to 
give us the lead. 


Slowly UAS did come back at us and safe assured handling by James and robust, solid defending 
by the partnership of Jilal and debutant Omar, worked well to keep us ahead, but UAS equalised 
at half time. 


The half time chat gave the team the confirmation of the belief in their own abilities to go out 
there and take the game by the scruff of the neck and make it theirs. 


Right across the middle you had Eric, Tammer, Mihir, Aman, Tobias and Jilal (when not defending) 
and each gave everything for the cause. 


Up front debutant Shaahib looked menacing throughout 
the game and scored with a real striker's header, rising 
challenged with a defender but calmly placing the ball 
to the goalies opposite corner. 


This gave us the extra edge and Shuaib calmly slotted 
in his second of the game straight after, giving us a 3-1 
lead. You have to hand it to Nic and Aman who came on 
and stamped the authority on the game by both 
creating chances for themselves. Fair play to UAS , as 
they quickly pulled one back and closed the gap again 
but pressure from DIA, saw a UAS defender head into 
his own net to give us a 4-2 lead. 


Tiredness was kicking in now and Shujoit and Stephan came on to shore things up at the back and 
did themselves proud and keep the advantage. 
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In the last 10 minutes DIA had a free kick to left of the penalty area from a very acute angle. 
Mihar calmly took the free kick and lifted the ball around the wall and bent it into the top right 
hand corner of the net, leaving the goalkeeper rooted to the spot. A class goal, at any level of 
football. 


UAS did pull one back before the end of the game but purely as a consolation, they were never on 
the same playing field really. Technically and skill-wise this is a gifted team but last night they 
combined that with a team spirit and belief to play as a team and looked awesome at times. Can we 
get better? Yes is the simple answer but well done lads a step in the right direction and a well 
deserved winning start for Tammer (captain) and his gifted team. 


Well done to the girls last night for a hard fought draw and especially for debutant Nicole who 
calmly slotted in two penalties. “Way to go DIA....Who are ya?" 


There was a buzz on the bus last night and it was well deserved. 


THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE, GLOBAL POVERTY DAY, 17 OCTOBER 

THEME: ‘SHARING IN OUR HUMANITY' 

Awareness is the greatest gift we can give to our students. 

To recognise and understand the ethical issues behind World Poverty, all our Year 12 and Year 13 
students used three Lessons during TOK in which they discussed the implications of Global overty 
in our time. 


ETHICS AND WORLD HUNGER 

Two hundred and fifty years ago, the French philosopher Jean 
Jacques Rousseau considered the poverty and inequality he found 
around himself. Contrasting the rich splendor of the French 
aristocracy and the desperate poverty of the wider population, he 
concluded that poverty and inequality were unnatural and morally 
indefensible. In his Discourse on the Origins of Inequality, he 
wrote, “It is obviously contrary to the law of nature, however it : 
may be defined for a child to command an old man, for an imbecile to 
lead a wise man, and for a handful of people to gorge themselves on superfluities while the 
starving multitude lacks necessities." The world we live in is far richer than 1750 France, but if 
anything our world is marked by more poverty and more inequality than the world of Rousseau. 
Although we live in a world of plenty, a huge number of people in our world live in conditions of 
deep poverty and food insecurity. Like Rousseau, we live in a world in which some are able to 
"gorge themselves on superfluities" while others lack basic necessities. As fortunate members of 
a wealthy society ina world that contains desperate want, can we justify the comforts we enjoy? 
Is world hunger simply a problem, an unfortunate feature of our world, or is it our problem? If 
poverty and radical inequality are unjust, as Rousseau argues they are, then are we unjust when we 
participate in a system that affords us such benefits? 


The problem of world hunger presses many important questions 
upon us: practical questions ("What measures can we take?"), 
explanatory questions ("What are the causes of hunger? 

How did it get this way?), and moral questions ("What 
obligations do we have with respect to those who are 

hungry and poor?"). 


What are the causes of hunger? Are we causally 
responsible for (some of) the hunger in the world? Are we 
perpetrators or hunger, or merely bystanders? Do we have 
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obligations to aid distant people who are poor and hungry? Is hunger simply a problem, or is it our 
problem? Will feeding the hungry simply increase the rate of population growth, leading to even 
more hunger and suffering? Will modern agriculture alleviate the problem of world hunger, or is 
it part 

of the problem? Is the inequality we see in the world around us natural and unavoidable, or is it 
unnatural and avoidable. 


Students were encouraged to look at the following questions and then give a five minute 
presentation; either as a debate or a PowerPoint presentation about this issue. The overall 
guiding question for the lesson was: 


Does our knowledge about poverty bring with it an _ ethical obligation to do 
something about it personally? If so, what can we do? 


How do we decide what is poverty? 
What moral issues arise from poverty? 
What do various moral systems - e.g. deontological, utilitarian, tell us about moral 
responsibility? 
Does education help to prevent poverty? 
What should our response be to poverty? Indifference? Acceptance? Wishing to help? 
Solidarity? 
Does our knowledge about poverty bring with it an ethical obligation to do something about 
it personally? If so, what can we do? 
Does proximity make a difference - family, locality, country? 
What are the implications of this for our lives as individuals? 
«= What forms of poverty are there, other than material poverty? 
« What can people who are richer learn from those who are poorer? 


It was extremely encouraging to note that students fully understood the implications of the 
questions put forward. After the debate we discussed possible solutions to World Poverty 
and how we as normal everyday people can make a difference. 


The Theory of Knowledge Team: Pam Parasram (Theory of Knowledge Coordinator), Declan 
Alvaro and Robert Jennings. 


PINK WALKATHON, 17 

OCTOBER 

DIA teachers 

participate in the pink 

walkathon that was held Zé 

on 17 October for \ 4 


4 f 
breast cancer awareness. 


A TALE OF TWO PENALTIES, 17 OCTOBER 
DUBAI AMERICAN ACADEMY 2 
DUBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY fe) 


Match Report: 
e The Varsity under 18's boys' football team fought valiantly in their first match yesterday, 


eventually going down to Dubai American Academy 2-0 in an exciting contest. 
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The first 20 minutes saw the score remain at 0-0 whilst both teams battled for the 
midfield. Chances were scarce and things were even until DAA broke, and a deflected shot 
was tapped in by their striker. At 1-0 the game settled, but just before the half time 
whistles a dubious penalty was awarded to DAA. The DAA penalty taker held his nerve and 
the teams came in at half time 2-0. The second half saw DIA change to a 4-4-2 formation 
from the 4-5-1 that the manager had decided upon, and a far more evenly match battle 
ensued. Around 15 minutes from the end DIA were awarded a penalty. Oscar, who had not 
missed on penalty was chosen to take it. He hit it a foot over the bar and, in doing so, 
destroyed the hopes and dreams of an entire school. Just kidding Oscar. The second half 
finished without a goal and so the final score was 0-2 to DAA. Overall a fair result that 
could have gone either way. 


The U18s are going to try to exact some form of revenge for this bitter defeat in our next game 


on Monday. 


Man of the Match: LUKE. An outstanding display playing left back. Well done. 


SECONDARY SCHOOL COUNCIL, 15 OCTOBER 
Student Council Executive Committee elections took place on Wednesday, 15 October and the 
following students were elected committee members: 


Chair 


Aahan Bhojani 


Vice Chair Anja Gullerfelt 
Secretary Aman Ghose 
Treasurer Malik Chabou 
Publicity Samuel Borja 
Event/Sports Coordinator Nader Jouzy 


“NATIONAL ROBOTICS OLYMPIAD 2008", 13 OCTOBER 

DIA students participated in National Robotics Olympiad 2008 on 13 October, 2008 in Abu Dhabi. 
The NRO 2008 is a unique competition formatted for mid-school 
and high-school students to explore the world of robot 

technology. Teams of young students solve a few basic 

problems within a fixed time using a set of standard 

equipment/parts followed by certain common rules. Based 

on the contestants’ innovative, creative and technological 

abilities, a panel of judges selects the top team that will be 

sent on an all-expense-paid trip to Japan. There they 

compete for the international robotics championship at the 

‘World Robot Olympiad’ (WRO), a robot / design competition 

for the Asia-Pacific region. The theme of the NRO was 

“Saving Global Environment". 


DIA sent two teams to compete in the open category of the UAE National Robot Olympiad 2008. 


The first team comprised of Corentin Feys and Connor Mundie. Their 
robot named GANER could differentiate between glass and paper waste 
and store it in the assigned area. 


The other team comprised of Sean Fanton, Abhinav Menon and Sang-Ho 
Park. Their robot dealt with automatic control of lights in a room, where 
the two robots used messages sent via Bluetooth, to switch off/on lights. 
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There were twenty teams which competed for the chance to take 
part in the prestigious World Robot Olympiad. The winners of this 
year's competition were Our Own English High School. 


We believe that the competition gave the students an excellent 
opportunity to see other innovations in technology besides giving 
them a better understanding of global issues confronting the world 
today. All in all, it was excellent exposure for the DIA students 
and provided them with a truly holistic experience. 


PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS - ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 13 - 19 OCTOBER 

During the past two weeks we have conducted parent information sessions for the specialist 
subjects. These sessions have been very well attended and informal feedback that we have 
received has been very valuable. Thank you for your support and interest. In order to ensure 
that we continue to communicate curriculum and classroom information in the best possible way I 
would ask that you complete a very brief feedback form that you will be receiving electronically. 
Your feedback will be collated and will assist in our future planning of information sessions. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all teachers who participated in the information 
sessions for their commitment to ensuring good communication with our parent body. They 
displayed many elements of the learner profile: risk-takers, communicators, knowledgeable, open- 
minded, and reflective. They also modeled many of the IB attitudes: confidence, commitment, 
enthusiasm, tolerance, creativity and cooperation. 


ASIAN GAELIC GAMES, 11-12 OCTOBER 

Ms. Carina Saunders, Maths teacher in the Secondary School, 
recently participated in the Asian Gaelic Games which were held 
in Penang, Malaysia,on 11 and 12 October. The ladies’ 
tournament saw eleven teams take to the field. However, after 
a hard fought semi-final against Hong Kong, Dubai went on to 
beat Seoul in the final, raising the cup for the third year ina 
row. 


Congratulations, Ms. Saunders. 


YEAR 3MK_ ASSESSMENTS - “INVENTED JOBS” 
Year 3MK had a busy week with their 


summative assessments about their 
favorite “invented jobs". The creative jobs 
ranged from horse hair stylist, recycling 
fixer, tree officer, T.V. channel checker, 


colour designer to food fixer! The class 


presentations of their posters, dioramas 
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and powerpoint presentations reflected what good risk takers they were! A jobs “dress up" parade 
was an enjoyable end to an informative unit. 


YEAR 4LS FIRST ASSEMBLY, 14 SEPTEMBER 

It was the beginning of the year and our first chance to shine and we did 
a pretty good job. We were looking at paragraphs and report writing in 
our Language Arts and so we did some interviews of teachers from 
around the school. We read out the profiles to the assembly and 

got people to guess who we were talking about. A job well done! 


HEROIC EFFORTS BY YEAR 5MO 
During the first six weeks of Term 1, the 
Programme of Inquiry in Year 5MO 
required students to inquire into and 
reflect about the people who inspire 
them - their Heroes. The students 
discussed and explored heroes from 
different aspects of life, including 
worldly heroes such as Gandhi and Dr. 
Martin Luther King, to heroes much closer 
to home such as Mums and Dads! In conjunction with their learning in their homeroom class, the 
students expressed their ideas about their heroes through art, guided by their fantastic art 
teacher, Ms. Anu. The students then invited their parents to attend an exhibition of their 
artwork which was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. 


PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

On 25 - 27 September, Jyotsna Rajani and Anita Das attended an IB workshop in Cesme, Turkey. 
The focus of the workshop was ‘Collaborative Planning’. They will be sharing their experience with 
all staff at a staff meeting. Their experience will provide us with opportunities to reflect on how 
we do collaborative planning at DIA, and how we can move forward with up-to-date information 
about collaborative planning. 


On 6 - 8 October, Poonam Bhojani, Donavon Reinsmoen, Julian Wilcock, Alison Besselaar and Helen 
Dowse attended the IB Regional Conference for leadership teams in Morocco. There were 655 
participants representing 55 countries. The conference was titled ‘Challenging the Mind and 
Inspiring the Body. During the course of the conference we heard key note addresses from 
Kimmie Weeks “Transforming the Heart to Heal the World’, Jo Ann Deak “Beyond Learning 
Styles: diagnosing types of learners and teaching strategies with the brain research in mind” and 
Peter Dalglish “Schools without Borders: changing students’ lives and changing the world". We 
also attended workshops that included such things as ‘student action’, updates on IB initiatives 
including on-line professional development, induction for new teachers, revised and updated 
curriculum and scope and sequence documents and recent publications. The conference provided 
us with opportunities to deepen our understanding of the IB programme, to learn from the 
experiences of others and celebrate the many wonderful things that are happening at DIA. 


+uppates + 


EDLINE IN THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Edline is a very important communication tool that we use at DIA. When accessing Edline you will 
find curriculum information, newsletters, photos, samples of student work, class calendars of 
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events, upcoming events, homework tasks, outlines of studies to be undertaken in Units of Inquiry 
and opportunities to communicate with teachers via email. Some information is common to all 
classes in a year level and some information is specific to particular classes. Edline is regularly 
updated by teachers and we encourage you to make a habit of checking regularly to keep 
yourselves informed as to what is happening in your child's class. 

If you are having any difficulties accessing EDLINE please either contact the classroom teacher 
to let them know or send a message to helpdesk@diadubai.com 


SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 

Throughout the school year we like to take pictures of the students in school, in the classrooms, 
during PE, on fieldtrips, at events, and generally around and about on the campus. These pictures 
may be used for students’ portfolios, for classroom displays, on the school website, within school 
brochures, yearbooks and other school-related media. Please notify us if you would prefer to not 
have pictures used of your child from this point forward, clearly indicating the student's name and 
class. For elementary students: rutha@diadubai.com and for secondary students: 


janec@diadubai.com. 


UPDATE ON ROADWORKS 

We are in regular contact with Al Naboodah regarding the roadworks and other works taking 
place around the school. We have been informed that the works on the footpath at the rear of 
the school will cease for now and hopefully no further work will take place until the summer. The 
safety aspect on the road at the front of the school continues to be of concern and Al Naboodah 
have taken steps to improve this situation including placing a flagman at the u-turn area. 


REMINDER WHILE TRAVELLING ON DIAMONDLEASE BUSES 

We would like to ask parents to help us in asking their children who are travelling to and from 
Dubai International Academy by Diamondlease to remind their children to wear their seat belts at 
all times for their own safety. 


+> sports FIXTURES +> 


Monday, 27 October, 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. U 18 Boys DIA vs ASD @ ASD 
Monday, 27 October, 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. U 18 Girls DIA vs ASD @ ASD 
Thursday, 30 October, 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. U 14 Girls DIA vs DAA @ DIA 
Thursday, 30 October, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. U 14 Boys DIA vs DAA @ DIA 

Sunday, 2 November, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. U 16 Girls DIA VS ASD Football © ASD 
Sunday, 2 November, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. U 14 Girls DIA vs AAG Football @ DIA 
Sunday, 2 November, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. U 16 Boys DIA vs ASD Football @ ASD 
Thursday, 6 November, 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. U 14 Girls DIA vs UAS Football @ DIA 
Thursday, 6 November, 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. U 14 Boys DIA vs ASD Football @ DIA 
Friday, 7 November, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. DCC Swim meet @ ASD 

Saturday, 8 November, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. DCC V U 18 Football Finals @ DAA 
Saturday, 15 November, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. DCC JV U 16 Football Finals @ UAS 
Monday, 17 November, 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. U 14 Boys DIA vs ASD Football @ ASD 
Monday, 17 November, 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. U 14 Girls DIA vs ASD Football @ ASD 


COMMENT AND FEEDBACK 

If you would like to comment or give feedback on any aspect of what is offered by Dubai 
International Academy, please do so at your convenience, using the e-mail address 
diafeedback@diadubai.com. We look forward to hearing from you. 
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